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®;hank God, they've come &t laati”
A dot in the distant sky clalmad the relleved

attgntiaﬁ of evary member of the peleagured Lorine guard

at qutul. ‘

. A second pleme ceme into view a few momente
later. Two fighting planes hurtling through apace to
regcue & hapdful of americen marines, thelr backs %o the
ﬁﬂll; gtanding off the hordes of augusto Sandinc'a rehel
army, determined to send the Ocotal guard te perditlon
ag & warning that the tropicsl frontler Was teo hot for
Ameriecan Marines.

Jeventy~-twe houras before the spesding dote
had appesred in the sky the Marines ecommanded by captnlﬁ'
Aatfield had berricaded themselves in the "cusrtel", or

barrscks. - The enemy fought from concealment in & small
: _ o ¥y
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park fronting the ouartel and from Cathedral Pl=zn, at
right sngles to the park llne of fire. wachline gun and
rifle fire had been Llncessant.

Reslizing that thelr guarry was trapped and
that capture of the cuartel was only & metier of hours,
repeated demands for surrender were sent to the Morines
from the 3andino cemp. Knowing only too well that the
conetant drein uvon thelr smunition inm reaslsting the cross
fire could not last forever, the Marines fought grimly,
hoping the mlracle would happen. For them 1t was & grim
bettle: They mede every bullet count, they drank spar-
ingly of the tepid water in their nearly empty teank. It
peid to reject the demand to surrender and to ignore any
promise of clemency. Desth for the entire detaciment was
as certaln under the white flsg &s in meeting the bandiis
with bayonets when the lagt cartrlidge wes gpent,

Marine headquarters in Hensgua had been ln-
formed of the basttle raging at Ocotal.

The two rapidly epproaching planes wers the
angwer. Geaunt soldlers in troplc Iaded kheki, many of
them hardly more than boye, gobbed with Joy as they
wetched the two tlny apecks growing untlil they assumed
the shape 0of alrplanes.

They were bringing word of relnforcement --
0f rellef,

They circled the city. Thelr ndvent waa the
glgnal for cessatlon of hostillitles. The liarines held

their fire to save smunition --- The bandits quit firing

in furtherance of a plan to capture the planes as wall
T " f

T s e e e e T L e e e e e e R R




Sundino--I-=3

88 the cuoartel,

When thaet flrat slgh of rellef went up from
the cuartel, the eagle eyed Sendino saw the plenes and
his plan was instantly formulaeted.

If a battle wes in progress, he decided, the
planea wonld not land. The word was passed to cease fir-
ing., Hurrledly ssslgning & few score of his best men to
the job, they trotted off to the landing field. To capture
80 sirplene in those eerly months of werfare-- when Ssndino's
activitlies had more the sapect in central lilcaragua of e
revolution than banditry, would mean recrulit getting pub-
licity.

Concealing themselves alcng the borders of the
land ing fleld the guerlillss wetched. Imecling on one knee,
reating rifles uponm thelr stocks, the Ssndinistas grew
inpatlent as the plenes circled the town time after time,
dropplng lower and lower. They did not behave ag though
they intended landing.

Pllote and observers kKept both lisrines and
rebels in suspense because tihey Were worried. They falled
%o seec the slgnals prepared by the Merines. They znew
there shonld be Marines st COcotal, but none were in avidence.

The fliers feared the garrlson had been wiped
out,

Obgerving no signs of hostlllities, and con-
fused b; the absence of khakl uniforma Irom the scene

below, the mean in the smaller plane resolved to chance &

landing. Signaling their intent to the other plane, the
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pilot broke his last circle over the city and to the great
delight of the rebels, headed for the landing field,

The guarry wes coming down. Eagerly the
mountaln soldlers gripped thalr rifles, preparing tulnhnrsa
down upon the plane ag it hlt the gromnd.

In a cloud of dust the roarimg machine struck
the field. With a yell, the bandits sprang to thelr feet
rushing forward pell mell.

Too soon. The wary pllot, nervous and alert,
tookx In the situation at a glance, Glving his sngine all
the ges she would take, filling the air with & blinding
cloud of dust, he drove streight toward the onrushing
mob .

The Sandinistas, taken by surprlse, turned
tail, hpt not hefore the observer got his ﬁanhinl gun
slghtis on the fleelng riflemen, teering into thelr ranks
with a stream of leod that compietsﬂ the rout.

Teizing tc the sir at the very edge of the
field, the pilot flew low, the rst-tat-tat of macaine gun
fire continuing until ne bendit wes in elght,

Clogely observing what ;na golng forward, the
other pleane dropped low over Ucot2l end ia & few minutes
four men with machine éunl gnd hﬁmhn had relleved the be-
sieged Merine guard and edministered the first of many, of
those devasteting Arubbings that drove Bandinoe into the
hills 8nd ended for sll time his hope of marching upon the
eapitol of lilcaragua.

The battle of Ceotal ln August wes the outcome
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of & peacable gsthering in Menegua that tock place in May
1987, Lesaders of the Liberasl nnd Conservetive armies then
gigned & tresty to fres thelr country of internsel strife
end fretrlcldsel werfere that had contlnued with only short
interruptions almost from the birth of the republlic, The
feuds of Xentucky pale into silgniflicance when viewed in the
light of the bloody conquests of political srmies who made
the law as they went along. Guarantees advenced by the
Unilted Stetes govermtent promised peace 8nd prosverity to
the bandit ridden couniry.

Affixed to the agrecment to lay down arms and
consent to pescable and lawful election of government of-
£iclale was the mame of Augusto Sandino, & genmeral in the
army of Juan Bagtisie Secasas.

when the treaty malkers met, however, 3sndino
wee not present. He did not sign the ireaty. And way?

There wes nothing in it for him. If he sur-
rendered his arme he would continne jnst an ordimary
=ilddle class Slcaregman, backed by little education, 1limi%-
ed prestlge, and no weaslth, He wanted to be bougnt off
with & price for every member oi his brigede who laid down
armg, and & high govermment office., There were 10 ceeh
offora.

sendino had sbsented himself from the gapltol,
fonring thet no "deel™ would be pot through. Down in hils
heart he oblected to this tresly business. A filibuster
by treining, heo asw greantar proflt by orgenising an srmy,

relsing the Tlsg of patriotism and seving hie country from
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the Mischos" of kerines, When word reached him of the elgn-
ing of the treety he started his msrch to ﬁuatal_hant upon
vengance and determined to collect & rensom &8 1t had been
collected ever since there wes & licarsgne --- by force of
aXYmss

gsendino is alive todsy. ZPerhaps in the Life of
8 bendlt that reoresents snccess. Thousands of men, women
end c¢hildren, members of hls srmy and vietime of blood=-
thirsty Sandinistas sre desd -- perhaps that too la cause
for rejoleing on the part of & bendlt. Thoussnds of dollare
worth of loot hae been csrried off by hls roving bands -=-=-
And thet, st lsest, ls & definite merk of successiul bri-
gendage.

His originel ebjective, however, the presidency
of Hiearagua ig more remote todsy then when he laid slege
to the Marines gairlson 8t Ocotal.

Where lg 3endlno today? How hes he mansged
to evade capiure when Merines end Hetlonsl Guardsmen heve
crept uvpon hiding plece sfter hidlng plece, iu derk jungles
and seeling high mountsinst ihet hes been deme with the
loot from gold mines, villige stores, furmsteads &0l trevel-
ers who heve fellen into the honde of his lawless horde?

The snawer to these guestlona represents & irue
gtory of sdventure, ameglng even to those who have vesen
clogse followers of the flerce sttempt of two netions {ﬁ
suppress the most villainous, merciless and devestatlng
"pacicet™ of the hamiapnar;.

Marine headguarters at Weshington heve the
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answers, angwers Ootained by brave Aﬁhrlgnn:hnﬁa who neve
welied into the Jaws of death showlder to shoulder with
fiearaguan Netlionel Cuardsmen watll they heve goattered

the forces of Jandine. They have widensd the gap betwean
independent hrlganﬁa'-- and, thelr lea®r, thrice a fugltive -=-
Tirst from the Marines, second sought by the government of
lilearagus, ond now it ls rumored thet many of his former
alllies ars esplring to the office of executloner.

In desperation he i3 ageln geeking to reform
his ranks, to s&ve gome vestige of leadership Trom ths
ruina of his four years of roboery end nmurders His only
hope 18 & turn of fortupne thet will enauple him te veturn
to ligersgus egtride hie original hobby horge of petriot
leading his people in & wer spelpst tyranny.

yistruated by his lleutenants, hated by the
hapndreds he heg robbed, cursed by the widows end orphans
of thoge who britsl déathe ‘are usen his hedud, his opoon-
ents goln dsily in compeign Dhowledge end jungle wisdom.

toe @erines in sicgregna &pnd the Meripe ofiicers
of the lstionsl CGuerd have learned te fight Sapdino in his
petive jungles --- they have become Jungle police.

%ftnr gvery encounter with = bandit geung,
Jandine's opponents seour the ground for hundreds of fest
in every direction collecting clues:  However, dsliberate
a8 mey have been the retreat, evan the smallest fighting
unit deposite plenty of eppor before gnitting the fisld

of battle.
amunitlion boxes, esrdridge shells &nd clklps,

2 AL Wy, R WL TE A TET g, el e



= Fran TG . 3 z - il - G
ﬂﬂnaiﬂﬂ.-!qf.--_a _ i e o Hing

&84 cther dlgoorded meterial is ecsrefully collected for
stady. Theae Olues tell the povernmant forces how well
the hsndlts are armeds They revesl the nmmber of rifles
per hundred men == And they plainly anrounce whether the
new oulbresk will be prolonged or of short duration.

liever is & ritfle found upon the field of batile
even though a dogen bandit lives may have been loat. The
bendit gang will sserifice humen life to save a single
rifle or 8 well filled cartridge belt.

'he hills sre full of men wililng to follow in
the wake of robuver bendas, vutl rilles sind amuultlon &re
dearly bought.s The service rifle for ssle in the United
8tetes for fifteen or slrxteen dollars costs Sendlno's men
$150 or even more, sud & slngle oartridge for that rifle
cogta twelve cents.

That is why the linylnes seareh tor clues so
diligentlys Ten Morines, pouting 100 bandite will lesrn
ti6t they beve been opposed by 190 men eéulppad with twenty
rifles 8nd twenty macnetes, the long eword-llke mnives
uged throughont Central and South imerice for felling trees,
cutting gress, eand hand to hand fighting. The atteckers
depend uporn cover as thelr hest ally and whenever they
heve snoceeded in overpowering Merines or letlonal Guards-
men it has been in a surprise sttock with perfect concesl-
ment.

The sixty unarmed men follow Sandino's bsndit
ghiefteans to share in the loot. It is emgler to sngege in

pillege than sillsge so when the attscking force is routed,
these hungry csmp followers need no urging to rush in as
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the riek of their lives to retrieve the rirle or machsete
of & Isllen comrade. It ls believed &8 meny &s & dosen of
these uncrmed, barefooted "mpzos" have been shot down In
turn a8 they heve darted from cover to plek np & precious
firearm, The man who retrleves & rifle becomes & soldler,
qualified to walk In the front ranks znd to be among the
favored few having first choice when looting 1s to be
done,

Clues collected =fter each "ecntrect™, ag the
Kerlines deseribe eny meeting witn bsndits, sbow that Bane
dine ls armed with the beat of American service rifles.

Rifles sre shipped ont ¢f the United States by
smugglers who take long chsnces and collect long profits.
The shipment; esrefully disguised, usually is routed by
wey of Hondurems where the govermnent melnfelns an unsue-
cessful watoh Tor contraband ayms.

However, Hondurag la & Jungle republlic and no
maetter how zeelous the government mey be in ite desire to
prevent the smuggling ol srme, corrupt ofificisle oreep into
the organization and willingly keep the stream of rifles
and amunitlon, traveling 88 plckexes and nails, moving
along. The povermment is mot especlally esger to mix in
liicaragnan affairs, but Honduras has had her own revolutlons
end who 1z to say whether arme shipped olandestinely to I
Sandino &re not, in reellity, destined for a Hondurian
genersl, prepering to decend upon Tegucigalpil-d.

Gompaliud to pey ten times the value of the

rifle to smugglers &nd corrupt costums collectors, hapg made
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1% ovtterly impossible for thne baniits to ﬁhaaﬁﬂ really well
srmed. It tskes eighty cente of every pilfered dollar to

., Zeep supplled with amunition and to replace such arms as

&re’ put ont of commigsion by lose or breaskege.

The dollsrs that go for the purchsse of bandit
rifles, strangely enough, are Hondurisn dollarsl

Hondurian dollers are unsed in the trafile
becsuge Hondures agsin enters the bandit equation as
"fence".

4 bendlt outfls works its way intc Bn unpil-
laged sres of Hloersgus, drives off the horsea, cattis and
mules, robs stores and homes snd, splitting into small
mnits, works the loot scrose the border of Enni;ras. aAnd
if the bendits pey high for their armse, they, llike other
robhers &nd thleves, suffer mgain in ralesing monsys. The
hides or ecattle they drive over the border are sold for e
song to cerialn consclenceless Hondurlans who sre wexing
wealthy on this "blood money™.

The baniits travel to 2nd from objectiveas in
small units as the only wey of gettilng through the line of
Hetionel Guard pntrole undetected. The ontfit raforms In
a gelected place remote from the patrol line and prepsres
aithe®mo attack from the resr, or to collect the sinewa of
war by robbling thelr defenseleas couurymen.

A knowledge of Central American terrain raveals
the esse wlith which & few men may move from place to plece
undeteoted -= or, If esnconntersad, without glving rise to

alerm.
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Monntaing and hills cover the entlre reglon
gouth of Mexico. In litcarspus there sre few romds 2nd
those existing &re traversible only by ox carts. The
Indiang unse narrow patha leading from hill tep to hill
top and 1t is by meking use of these Indlan trells that
the handits are able to steal into the interior from the
Hondurien border, and later return to dispose of their
plunder.

Bach unit gples out 1lis route for an hour e-
head by meking careful observations from esch successlve
hi1l top. Shonld gursdsmen be slghted, the unlt moves off
at right sngles to the direction being followed by the
goldlers. But should it become necessary for the unit to
meet & Guard petrol, srms &re qulckly hidden beslde the
treil, end three unermed natlves trot innmocently elong.

Yet, the hearis of those three men besl rapldly
until the Guerd is well out of sights Dvery law apiding
regident of the bandit ridden licsragusn proviices lg re-
guired to have 8 certificate of registration or "cedunla".
It ig hig orotection sgainst bhelpg mistelen for & peEndlt
and euffering arrest or being shot.

Gur bendits have not neglected to provide them-
selvés with cedulas, but the kind they carry are not alwajys
gnarentees of safe conduct, Tor ingurgents. Defore the
Hational Guard wes organized it was no triek to get pest
the outposts on forged credentials or with cedulus ob-
teined by murdering the origlnal owner.

The Marines were Amerieen soldlers in a Ior-
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elgn country speaking 3psnlish leperfectly and becaunse of
the delicacy of the situstion found it necessery to accept
2ll evidence a2t its face velne., Then, too, four years &go
many petty u?flclnla of the interior were Sendino symoeth-
izere who plsced stumbling bloecks in the path of law en=-
forcement.

Kational Guardsmen eand the aliminntiun of offl-
clals suspected of belng ln leegue with the bandits was
an important steo in epprehending bandits while ﬁnlthair
way to rob and murder.

The trio stealthily creeping along Indian
treils is now Interrogeted es closely &nd intelligently es
en Amerlicen polliceman guestions & suspsct he meets on als
beat. If the ocedula gives the place or residence as a
digstant looality, the bandit is expected to explaln nls
presence so far from home, to snswer guestilons tvesting nis
kmowledge of the community where the cedulsa wos Lasued ===
In ghert, the members of the unit are grilled in workman-
li-e fasnion.

The Guardsmén, too, 1s & Niesraguan, in the
amploy of hls own govermment and possesged of wlde dls=
eretionary powers. He is expected to arreat suspleious
ehargcters, end 1o shoot to kill should & suspedt reiuss
to halt for ynestlonlng.

Satisfying the patrol that 1hny-a£c honest
netives, the bandit unit continues on iis way =~ It con=
tinnes, that is, until 1t seems sefe to stop, snd cantiously

retrace lts way to where the precious rifles or machetes



Two or three dozen units will push through the
jungle by different trails. It is much &g though ihey
¥iled through the gaps between hills, converglng after
seversl days of peinfully slow marching, to reform the
gang within striking distance of the objective to be
attacked,

Forced by the stern and efficient resolve of
the authorities to stemp out bsndltry, it becomes lmpoe=-
gible for a single gang to strlke often, or for two or
three chleftans to bring their gangs together for coneerted
attacks except after Llung days of correspondence entrusted
to foot messengers and then slow merches through the jungle.
And, conversely, the problem of thoroughly eradiecating ban-
ditry when no more than two or three members ol & g2ng are
to be encountered 2t & time, is considered by some obaer-

vers to be unsolvabdle,

Should hunter, bandit, explorer or Guard patrol
decide to forseke the tortuous Indlans traile for a "orow-
tlight" line to sny given place, time wounld be lost rether
then peined, It is impossible for & men to march behind
thres trail cutters at = speed grester than four miles &
day in the Central American jungla.'

There cannet, 1n conseqguence, be open ground
fighting. The beniit melts into the jungle with the emse

and craft of & wild enimal,

Oeessionally they asre required to stand and

fight. Oceasionslly they Inflict losses upon Guardsmen and




Merines -- but when they do, thelr own losses ares greater,
The contact at ﬁahfﬁa the latter part of

December 1930 in whlich nine Marinee lost thely lives 1in

cne of the most desperste one sided battles on record any-

where, wes 2 Torced encounter.

Bandlt scounts reporting to the chlief of & con=-
glderable geng of 3sndinistes that nin€lerines were on the
merch, orders were given to ambush the Ameriosns.

Selecting & powl=-like depclivity smong the hills,
the Merine sguad commanded 0y & gergeant found ltself com-
pletely surrounded by the sneny. Riflemen were hiddex
pahind trees and rocks on four sgldes.

Retreat wag ss effectuslly out off ss the roed

ahead,

"he firet volley from the concesled aharp-
ghonters inflicted = csusualiy, Morine weg wounded.

Reallsing the arlticel character of the trep, the gergeant
ordered his men to form & circle, They dropped flat, thelr
feet towerd the wounded mun, IACiE the encirollng enemy,
they took casreful aln for every shot.

They were doomed o desth and they kmew it.
It wesg & metter of time bhefore thelr amunition would be
sxhanasted. Orim determinstion and grimacing hete Xept
thelir nerves slendj enongh to meke evVery gartrldge account
for & bandlt,

gome could have escaped. They could have
cnsrged snyone of thne four hillsides -- and some BmONg

them would hava Eu*t;tﬁn through +hae bandlYt 1ines allvé.
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It la eagy to escape under the hottest bendlt berrage
because the jungle denisens of Nlearegua are poor merks-
men. Despite the fact the amunitlion is more precious to
them than human 1ife, they shoot from the hip. High firing
is the natural consequence: And they are little Detter
when prone on the ground dr orouched behind trees and

logs, for terror grips them when under fire however great
mey be the odds in their fevor.

Charglng the bandits while & comrade lay wounded
in the hollow wes not conasidered for a moment. They would
have held thelr ground hsd the wounded man been dends The
Merines in llearsgua do not lanve thelr dead upon the fleld
of bettle to be decapitated and mutllated in a revolting
menner by the bandits. Guardsmen and Marines reclsim the
bodies of fallen comrades &t great personsl riak.

The syuad was wiped out one by one., It waa not
time nor superior fighting skill that overpowerd that nand-
£ull of determined Americen fighting men. Hundreds sgainst
an even nine was not sufficlent to overpower the doomed
Marines in & one sided battle. The members of the detach-
ment died becsuse they ran out of amunition.

Bsniit firemccounted for Marines, one by one,
but those remaining closed the geps in the clrele and went
on fighting. The lsst cartridge clips were shoved into
the gong-----gnd each of those last cllps was one oartirldge
ghort-~-reserved for the Merines. A few moments later the

Marines were powerlésie.
There wog & 1ull in the battle. Wesrlng a ruse
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to get them to leave cover, the bandits remalned inm con-
ceslment long &fter the lest cartridge wes expended.
Cautiously attempts were made to draw Marine fire == They
grew bolder -- And fipslly reallizing that denger wes over,
an exhultant whoob sounded from the brush and scores of
bleoodthirsty bandits scrambled into the bottem of the bowl.

They drew back when a few shots reng out and

vuffg of smoke rose from the Marine rifles. It wes £ll over.

The Merines had nsed the cartridges they hsd reserved from
thelr last clips. None of the nine remained mlive to meet
g death of forture at the hands of manlacs whose blood lust
nevertheless lmpelled & scene of butchery that were better
undescribed.

There has bees no other massacre ilnvelving as
many Marines &s went to their deaths st Achiapa ﬁlthﬂugh
the bandite rely entirely upon the surprise attack., iere
it posalble to meet them in the open, 2 few hours of fight-
Ing would end the relgn of banditry for Hicaragus.

In Merch 1931 when an_aarthqugkﬂ razed the
eepitol ¢ity of Manegum every aveilable Marine and letignal
Guerdsmen was dolng douvle duty in the striken cepitel.
There wes 2 bapdlt slarm,

#.Hation&l Gusrd patrol passed word &long thet
bendite had gotten through the lines and were headed in the
direction of Managua,

Hatives were terrorized. Thelr homes destroy-
ed, relatives lying dead end unidentified beneath the city
roins, word of the bandit descent seemed a frightful olimex

to the saddesgk chepter in the anlstory of thelr country.
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Hetional Guerd offlcers who had not slept for
72 hoors, grim, dirty, snd gaunt from privation and over-
work, mutiered "Let them come.”

Mechine guns brlstled bemide the roads leadling
to town. o one wass permitted to enter or leave the clty
without &2 specisl permit and an armed guerd after sundowmn.
The city was prepered for the attack, the earmed forces were
ready to divide their time between dlggling the ecity out of
its rulns #nd & pitoched battle with the bandits.

The stteck wes deleyed. Twenty-four hours paassed.

"ioo bad", & listlonal Guard captaeln mourned.

"Why tpo bed?" & newspaper correspondent remon=-
gtrated. "I should thipk you would be rullﬂ?;e.d now that the
danger 1s over."

"Ho. It was too good to be true™, the ofiicer
explalned. "IF we could get them into the open even with
an earthqueke on our hends we could cook their goosa,”

"Bnt I thonght thonsends were swooping down upon
ug”, the newspspermen continued, "end every Marine &nd Net-
jonal Gunrdsmen has been doing double duty for nearly a
weekl"

mphongenda”, the offlcer sald, "would mean
hondreds. Ho more than ten or twenty percent have rifies
snd our men would welk scross the field in the face of
thelr fire slmost as calmly &s you walk down the street.

The safest place when bendlts are shooting ls dlrectly In
front of them. If we had a thousand on the other side

of the campo we could cherge stralght lnto thelr fire,

-
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knocking them off like flles until they turned teil. If
they weren't yellow clean througn, they could have wiped
out that Achiapa patrol in fifteen minutes.

"We know how they fight snd how they Teel", the
captaln went on. "Our Hatlonal Guasrdamen &re Niceragumns,
They came to us from the jungles and Nicersguan towns, They
used to look llke that nondescript mob you sew down there
in the merket plece dlgglng for bodles.

"le made scldiers ont of them. OFf course we
taxe only the best, but when they first get into the guerd

they ere just plain ordinery =nd untrained Latin American
citlgens. In & few weeks they become soldlers =nd good
ones."

The ceptains statement was later confirmed by
Geperal Celvin lathews, eomm&nﬂing_ufricar of the lational
Guard who pointed ont that Nlcaraguans are today splendld
fight ing men, "Théy have tne adventage of the leadership of
old Marine cempalgners who have sean duty in Haitll, Ssanto
Domingo, the Orlent, eto. ¥

loneommigsioned Marine§hold the lower commisglon-
ed poats In the Guard wﬂiia Merine llsutenants and captaine
are majors and colonels in ths Guard. It la a new orgen-
ization apd the best standing ermy in all ?f Cantral America,

The entire crgenizetion will be torned over to

Hleoeragusns ag repidly as pessibles It wha negessary to
trein soldiecrs first, but now there &re encugh good soldlexs

to trein officers.
The KHerines made tae Hationsal Guasrxd, but the

Guerd is helping the Merines, too. Ine Gusrdemen xuow thelr




battle, they are en importent factor in safegusrding the
lives of Americens.

The Achimspa slanghter might have been averted
“ had there becu liatlonal Guard scouta preceedling the Marine
patrol. As far as posslble soldiers moving through the
Jungle mtilize "pointa”.

The firat "point" is put out far ehead of the
main body of troops, the other two nrotect the flenks. In
jongle marching these letter two are not always practlicable
because following anything but a snezellke route is Iimpos=-

-

gible.

The "polnt"™ in the leed, however, ils & vital
fsctor. This onme man (Lf the patrol is small) or three or
four 1f a lasrger body is on the merech, drsws bendit fire
.ra?ealing an hornet's nest in time to smoke out the insects
withont aaarlflalng any but bandit llvess It 18 the busl-
ness of the "point” to safegnard the merching men from run-
ning into & surprise attack under topogrephical condlitlions
1ike those at Achlapsa where tls aidde sre all in favor of
the S=ndistea.

Some tlee after the Jan Alblno Mine wes cap=-
tored, &n American Merlne gacrificed his life by darting
into the jungle to explore omt the possibllity of £ bandit
attagiis Fortunntely for the Merines of hia command, he
ehooge to volurnteer &8s a flanking "polnt" when dnngen
lcomed very large and verjy near.

Spurring his mount up & hiliside, &%¥s Znomes

own gountry and whether 1t ls in patrol duty or a pltehed .
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J« Bruce drew the fires of ﬂancaalaﬁ halr triggzer bandita,
who, In shootlng hlre down, revealed thelr presence bafore
the peln body of troops entered s nerrow declivity in Las
Cruces trall where thiey would have been helpleas,

The bandits, anticipating tne arrival of the
heavy Merine detachment and Guardlas company comrnsnded by
Lt. Bruce, had tezen up thelr position two deys sreviously.
Baving been virtually without rood and water for 48 tropleal
hoors: they werse as Jumpy as sntelupe &nd fired at the first
khskl uniform to appear.

The real sofety for the troope ley in the fact
that the Guerds, leading tne colwn, helted when Lt. Jruce
left the trall ewsiting his ordera. They Wwera AT tle monin
of the nerrow deéclivity, nolding the karines well back 1n
open country end at & sate dletenee 1rom wiere the purprise
sttack should have taken plaoce,

The details of that anﬂ&unter will be given iIn
a later lssue \n connection with the story of one of the
hottest jungle fights in hletory during which Marines apnd
Gusrdsmen mede & desparste edvance to resuce the pilot amd
observer of & Merine plene they had sesn make a forced lond-
ing bsek of the bendit linmes. What heppened 10 the filers
ig one of the most polgnent and traglo ocnapters in tnls
Americen sdventure to subdoe banditry on the troploml
frontier.

—=Tp be Continmede=-




